Alpine Fizz and Male Infertility: A Mock Trial
The YES Unit I decided to teach is called Alpine Fizz and Male Infertility: A Mock Trial.  I used 10th grade biology students as my target group - five classes with roughly 25 students in each.  My preparation time was only about 2-3 hours, so pretty minimal prep time needed.

The reasons I decided to use this particular unit were:

1. Its relative ease of implementation 
2. The hands-on, make it your own feel for the students 
3. How easily it fits into my lessons on both organic chemistry and reproduction
4. I have been trying to generate interest in a Mock Trial Team, for competition, at Eastside for some time now 

Four of my five classes are 82 minutes long every other day, and one class in 41 minutes long every day.  For both the 82 minute and 41 minute classes the students were first prepped on the term infertility and possible environmental and genetic causes, as part of the general biology lesson.  They also have prior knowledge of minimal organic chemistry and the effects of certain substances on living things.  Special time was dedicated to discussing the proceedings of courts and what a Mock Trial is supposed to accomplish.

The days I decided to try the exercise / lesson students in 82 minute classes were broken down into several groups: 1 student was the special lawyer for the plaintiff and 1 for the defendant lawyer; 8 students were plaintiff witnesses and 8 were witnesses for the defense; the remaining students were jurors; and I was the judge (so as to keep a flow to the whole project).  Once the students were broken up (about 10 minutes of class time) I handed out slips of paper with just the testimony for each witness and notes for the special attorneys - I allowed the groups 20 minutes to set up their cases based only on the testimonies given.  Meanwhile, I explained to the jurors the rules of the court and preconceived notions and how to only accept facts based on what was heard not any prior knowledge. (Students would have benefited from more prep time, as is seen in the 41 minute class.) 

Once the time had expired I allowed for opening arguments, from each side, and began with the plaintiffs’ case.  I limited questioning to approximately 3 minutes per witness (more time if it was pertinent less if it was repetitive).  Cross examination was dealt with in 1-2 minutes with the same stipulations as above.  Once both sides were done with witnesses they were allowed 2-3 minutes for closing arguments.  Jury deliberation was done by ballot and in the next class the results were disclosed - with discussion to follow. 

The only real deviation for the 41 minute class was that they were given the testimonies and roles 2 classes prior and were allowed 20 minutes the next day to set up and establish their arguments.  This led to a much more succinct Q&A of the witnesses and greatly improved the students’ cross-examinations.  Much more insightful and creative thanks to the extra time for preparation. 

Overall it was a huge success in all of the classes.  Initially the students figured it would be boring and dry; however once they began to take sides most became passionate about proving their point.  In one class I had to sit the entire plaintiff section down because they started to badger the witness - seven or eight people on one is not a pretty sight.

While the results of each case were never the point of the exercise, it is interesting to note that 3 times the plaintiff won by majority and twice the defendant won (once unanimously).  Discussions the next class inevitably hinged on who was "supposed" to WIN, I told them whichever side presented a better overall case.  I explained causality to them and we discussed some experimental designs that may truly answer the question - they were enlightened.

 This lesson might be part of my annual repertoire when reproduction and infertility are around.  I enjoyed it and I know the students did as well, based on the fact that they actually came to the next class asking REAL questions about the previous class - imagine that, a time where students make a link between two different days of the week in biology class. 
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